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Hello, Neighbor!
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Lately, I have been really
struggling with the how Artificial
Intelligence fits in our world as
Christians. Honestly, the Holy
Spirit has really convicted my
heart of its dangers.

We can see how technology so far has
both helped and hindered our society. I
wanted to Biblically find scripture to back
up my concerns. What I found may surprise you. In Gensis 1:27-28,
God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky,
over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures
that move along the ground.” So, what exactly does like in our own
image mean - Well, we have a human mind (and soul) to reason, we
are functional and rulers and stewards of God’s creation, and we are
relational with other humans, and capable of a unique relationship
with God.

Interestingly, our own creations, especially Al challenge all three
categories. Even before today’s Al, computers were often able to
handle reasoning tasks much better than humans, from basic math
to winning at chess. Today’s AI models are also able to do complex
tasks, which means that theoretically, they could manage their
version of society more efficiently than humans. Humans are also
forming relationships with chatbots and robots, and spending hours
of time engaging in unhuman relationships. All this challenges the
Biblical image of humankind.

Honestly, with one verse in Gensis it bears to reason Al is something
to worry about as a Christian. My promise to you is that I will never
use Al to generate content for this magazine or ad design. This
magazine was built on Christian principals, and I feel strongly the

Al is just another form of technology that leads us away from our
creator.

I am not saying you are not a Christian if you use it, but I am saying
you should use it with utmost discernment. I personally will refrain
from it as much as possible.

Sincerely,

@mw C Qon
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Thank you to all of our wonderful advertisers!

AUGUST COVER PHOTO WINNERS

Raina C. Troxell _ _ _
Congratulations to Carol Shields for having

this photo chosenfor this month’s front cover
of our Franklin, Stephens, Hart and Madison
county edition.

_ . Congratulations to Randy Kanipe of
Habersham County for having this

= # photo chosen for this month's cover of
g our Banks, Jackson, Habersham and
Clarke county edition.

For Photo Contest Rules, go to: www.hometownneighbors.com

The deadline for the October
issue is September 1st. Please
call us at 706.356.0273 with
submissions. Thank you!

ADDRESS: 5721 West Avenue - Lavonia, GA, 30553 | PHONE: 706-356-0273 | FAX: 706-356-0274 | EMAIL: HomeTownNeighbors@windstream.net
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' ‘-IOMETOWN HIDDEN TREASURES

H

,";./‘:Comments continue to pour into the magazine from Find the hidden treasure chestin

our wonderful readers. We love to hear from you! We an advertisement in this issue for a chance to win
also appreciate you supporting the local businesses a great prize. Send us your answer along with your
that advertise with us. Be sure to mention to them name, address, and daytime phone number to:

that you saw their ad in the magazine, for without hometownneighbors@windstream.net, fax it to us at:
their advertising support we could not continue to 706-356-0274, or mail it to us at:

bring you this quality monthly publication. HTN Magazine, 5721 West Avenue, Lavonia, GA 30553.

We will draw a winner from all of the correct answers
we receive. The deadline to get your answer to us will
SEND US YOUR COMNMIENTS: be the oth of each month. Only one entry per person

By email: hometownneighbors@windstream.net and no phone calls, please.
Or postal mail: 5721 West Avenue; Lavonia, GA 30553

Hello, I found the August hidden treasure chest on page 10 in AUGUST TREASURE WINNER:
the ENT Head Neck Skin Cancer ad. Had fun searching for it! Rita Farmer of Martin, GA
Thanks! _J. B. Clarkesville. GA won Beautiful Jewelry from Vintage Owl

I look forward to picking up your magazine each month with
your inspiring articles!

DID YOU FIND IT?

- anonymous The August treasure chest was located in
the ENT Head Neck Skin Cancer ad on page 10

I am so glad you write these thoughtful hello articles and
are constantly bringing scripture to bear on what’s going on
around you.

SEPTEMBER TREASURE:
- M. B. Beautiful Jewelry from Vintage Owl

CAR
POINT

AUTOMOTIVE

25 Year Master
ASE Certified Technician

74 Hartwell St.  Royston, GA
706-245-7809

; % ; . Mon - Fri 8-5

) Friday, October 2nd, 3pm - 9pm

In' Saturday, October 3rd, 9 am - 10 pm JBERl:: N e

n : " [ 3%
Sunday, October 4th, 11 am - 4 pm TETERNARYSERVICESR |

mtat o

Veterans Park, Maysville, GA

Cifts ® ltgues ® Foad ® Yol Sfoua ® Lo cMusie

or information or to become a vendor, email Maysviledda@gmailcom |}
[ B S | : - (B - Ml A e b -

; -t
Learn more at: www.berettaequine.com 17/
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Fedtival Fun

Royston Fall Festival
OCTOBER 10TH
gam - 6pm

Toccoa Fest
SEPTEMBER 12TH-13TH
Noon - 10pm

Toccoa Harvest Festival

OCTOBER 24-25TH
Saturday 10am - 5pm,
Sunday 10am - 4pm

Bowersville Fall
Festival
SEPTEMBER 19TH
9am - 3pm
Lavonia’s Sweet Tea &
Falling Leaves
Fall Festival

SEPTEMBER 26TH
9 am - 4pm

Lavonia Corn Maze
SEPTEMBER 19 - OCTOBER 31
Fridays, 4pm - 10pm
Saturdays, 10am - 10pm
Sundays, 2pm - 7pm
6165 Lavonia Hwy. Lavonia, GA 30553
Maysville Autumn Leaf

Festival
OCTOBER 2-4, 2026

Commerce’s Bands,

Brews & BBQ plus

Commerce Cruisin
SEPTEMBER 19, 2026
Noon- 4 pm

Clarkesville
Chattahoochee
Mountain Fair
SEPTEMBER 11TH-19TH

Clarkesville Fall

Festival
OCTOBER 17TH
10am - 5pm

Canon Fall Festival
OCTOBER 3RD
9am - 3pm
Cornelia Big Red Apple

Festival
SEPTEMBER 26TH
9am - 4pm

FAIRS AND FESTIVALS

& WOUND CARE

| f CURE PODIATRY
&

Top Rated Podiatry
in

COMPLETE ASSESSMENT

OF KNEE AND BELOW WOUND CARE

NAIL DEBRIDEMENT

TRUST THE SPECIALIST FOR YOUR FOOT PAIN.
VISIT CURE PODIATRY AND KEEP YOUR FEET IN GOOD HEALTH.

Royston 762-444-6035 - Athens 706-405-7773
www.curepodiatry.com

“INMluminate
Your Pain Away”

FDA Approved
Class IV Remy Initial

RN E S AN Evaluation

":.I ";f

(ol
Lll/l\l 14

PAIN t-ELIEF

Call or Book Online

Nerve Pain

Back Pain Scar Tissue Pain

No
Injections

No Neuropathy Pain Golfers Elbow Pain
Medications

Chronic Pain Carpal Tunnel Pain

No Surgery

Serving 2 Locations
1135 Prince Avenue e Athens, GA 30606
625 Cook Street e Royston, GA 30662
www.lumalasercenter.co

“Just
Results”

www.hometownneighbors.com | SEPTEMBER 2026 | HOMETOWN NEIGHBORS MAGAZINE 3



IN YOUR OWN NEIGHBORHOOD

H and H Homestead Fall Barn Sale

The long-anticipated H & H
Homestead Annual Fall Barn
Sale is coming to Maysville on
September 11th through 13th,
2025! This event brings the best
of vintage, antiques, junk, fall
décor, art, handmade, jewelry
and so much more!

There will be indoor and outdoor
shopping featuring barns, mobile bou-

sesmEasmEREE

tiques, food trucks, and tented vendors
will be throughout the fields. Bring the
whole family and enjoy a 3-day week-
end with 120 plus vendors, live music,
beer truck, petting zoo, and a vintage ice
cream truck along with a kid’s area and
food trucks.

Helena Dale held her first barn sale
in her backyard in 2013. Since then, her
events have exploded with over 100 ven-
dors and thousands of shoppers each

time. From antique and curio items of all
kinds to sought after collectibles, you are
sure to find that perfect treasure.

It all started with junk! Helena would
find items at her family’s recycling com-
pany, and she would just bring “the good

stuff” home. Customers from all over
the United States travel to her markets.

There is a little bit of everything. From
salvage to repurposed pieces, there is
something for everyone. Even dealers
come from everywhere to shop for their
antique businesses or booths.

Helena said, “Theyre [Dealers] are
able to find pieces that they can take
back and repurpose into DIY projects
and sell” There are also great finds for
those who just love antiques and are
looking for pieces or home décor for their
own homes. “We try to keep up with the
trends, and mix in a lot of old antiques
that are timeless that you would keep
forever. It’'s new and old mixed together.”

Inside the Market, you will find an-
tiques, home décor, handmade items,
jewelry and more. Helena does “picking”
trips across the country. From Pyrex to
i old signs, she loves bringing back these

s . finds and staging them for the markets.
“I love bringing it back to the barn

ALL MARKET

SEPTEMBER H1TH-13™, 2026

BRINGING THE BEST OF VINTAGE,
ANTIOUES, JUNE, FALL DECOS, ART, HANDMADE, JEWELEY AND 50 MUCH MORE!
WOOCR & QUTDOOR SHOPFING FEATURNG BARNS, MOBILE BOUTICUES, FOOD TRUCKS & TENTED VERDDES

S Dol" FAMIDS FUN EVENT YWTH 120 VENDORS &LIVE MUSIC,
FRICUY WOAM-12RW EARDT BIRD{TICKETS GOD0 ALL WEEKEND) PURCHASE ONLINE 510 DR ONSITE 515

GEMERAL ADMISSION FRIDEY 12-SPA, SATURDSY M0AM-SPM £ SLINDSY HAM-SFM,
ADMISSION |5 55 CASM AT GATE 124 UNDER ARE FREE
FRER PAREING
W34S GRELSVILLE BD, MAEYSVILLE, G, SO0E5E
WY HHHOMESTEAD COM
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and putting it together, making vignettes
and giving ideas on how you can incorpo-
rate it into your house”, Helena said.

Hours for the market are Friday from
noon to 6pm, Saturday 10am until spm,
and Sunday 10am until 4pm. Admission
is $5 per day cash and only at the gate.
Children under 12 are free. There is also
free parking. She also has several live
sales on her Facebook page throughout
the year. ff



NEW BUSINESS REVIEW

CHOCOLATE DOG AT MAYSVILLE MERCANTILE

Are you a vintage or antique lover who is always on the hunt for great treasures? Well, there is a new store located
in Maysville that needs to be on your list to visit! Chocolate Dog at Maysville Mercantile just opened August 6th,

and the owner Kim

lannacone has been curating antiques and great vintage finds for over 14 years. We sat down

with Kim to speak to her about her business and her new location in Maysville.

HTN MAGAZINE:
What made you decide to start
your new business?
KIM: I have been in the business
for 14 years and the opportunity to
have a store front came up and I took it.
HTN MAGAZINE: What sets
your business apart from
other businesses in the area?
KIM: Vintage resale experience and
being in customer service pretty
much all my life. I love finding the
perfect piece for my clients.
HTN MAGAZINE: What type
of merchandise or services are
you offering the area?
KIM: Vintage, antique and
primitive home decor. Also, I have
taken courses in Interior Design with
New York Institute of Art & Design. I
understand that working a great vintage
find can make all the difference in a

FULLSLANE DF ART SUPPLIES
| EEST ART 6 HOBBY/STORE

ppl

'W'

room or design.

HTN
MAGAZINE:
How much planning,

renovation, work
was involved in
opening?

KIM: With me,

everything takes planning. I am a
planner by nature. The work is a labor
of love. The beautiful historic church
building where my new storefront is
now located was already renovated so in
that, I am very blessed.

HTN MAGAZINE: Tell us about
your family, hobbies, and
interests outside of the business.
KIM: I have been married to my
husband, Mark for 29 years. I am a
Boy-Mom to Kevin & Christopher Paul.
We have 2 beautiful daughter-in-loves,
one granddaughter born last December

VISIT— "
/HE HAVEN

ZOO~=

Come visit us on
Saturdays
.~ 10am to 2pm

NSun™- Fr| by appomtment
T

i

www.thehavenzoo.org

Established by GA anthropologist JohnieSue
Thurman, this 501c3 rescues exotic, native
species, farm, & domestic animals. They rely on
100% volunteers and monetary donations.
100% tax deductible

Support these wonderful animals by visiting
668 Price Chapel Rd - Lavonia, GA 30553

www.hometownneighbors.com | SEPTEMBER 2026 | HOMETOWN NEIGHBORS MAGAZINE

and another granddaughter that is due
in November. We love spending time
together, and going on treasure hunting
adventures.

HTN MAGAZINE: Is there

anything else you think would
be interesting to our readers about
your new venture?

KIM: I am having my “New

Business Open House” September
17th - 19th. Our Hours are Thursday,
Friday & Saturday 10am - 4pm. We will
be open during the H & H Homestead
festival, and look forward to you
dropping by while visiting the fall
market. We are located in downtown
Maysville behind Doc’s Coffee Shop
in the historic church building. Our
vendors have stocked their booths with
great finds, and I have curated some
great pieces for our grand store front
opening, We can’t wait for your visit!

GRAND OPENING!

At Maysville Mercantile
16 N Main St « Maysville, GA

Kim@chocodogatmaysmerc.com

404-918-9599

Thurs, Friday & Sat 10am - 4pm

S



HVAC

Focusing on homes
and residences for

w over 35 years

JOHNSON 706 376-7455

HEATING & Aln

;E EE |hqhvaccom

CAR SERVICES

ATTORNEYS

The Graham Law Flrm, LLC
706-795-2184
grahamlaw@glflawyers.com

Real Estate ~ Personal Injury ~ Family
Law ~ Estate Planning & Wills

Victor Y. Johnson
Daniel J. Cahill, Jr.

www.grahamlawfirmllc.com

66 General Dz;nie'lAve S.f g .
_,__,Damelsvﬂle, GA 30633 "

TREE SERVICE

([ CAR POINT AUTOMOTIVE )
* Auto Service and Repair

« Rl Makes & Models- Quality Tires
706-245-7809

74 Hartwell St. Royston, GA 30665

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED AND INSURED

864-314-9070

Serving Franklin, Hart, & Stephens Counties
In Georgia And Anderson, Oconee,
& Pickens Counties In South Carolina

N1

TF'EE SEE\HL,E

HAIRSTYLIST

CLEANING SERVICES

$ WﬁLK NS ONLY = IéAIRCUTS )
en = Women =Children
';LL k. aﬂ *N‘S Tanning Beds (also avatlable)

11722 Augusta Road * Lavonia, GA

Christy Moon, Owner

7064605029 ®1)

N

r ’C § BUSTING YOUR DUST IN HOME AND OFFICE

Residential & Commercial
Move-in Ready Cleaning
K|m Isbell - Owner/Operator ¢ 1763 Reed Rd * Lavonia, GA 30553

\_ kimsdustbusters @ gmail.com 706-491-8604 )

HVAC

Tues-Friday 10-5:30, Sat 11-3

rI-Ieating, Ventilating & Air |
Conditioning Service
MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR |

Serving Northeast (g 8 w
Georgia -

243 Opal Ext.
Hartwell, GA

(OB oemgiemte 10e7 52

GENERATORS

Established 1968

706-245-6925 HOME GEMERATOR SALES

ce @ﬁrect@zfy- -

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

THE CONTRACTOR
YOU CALL

(A

GENERSA OM TR A

llcensed, msured, and
multi-task expertise

706-491-0031

ELECTRONICS REPIAR

Smartphone Repair,
Electronics Repair

VARGD and More

< EMI"'RT R:F'.f'nﬁ Phone Accessories,

e 4 Device Sales, Cash for Phones

201-614-95999 51 North Carter St., Hartwell, GA 30643
W 706-356-0396 961 Ross P, Ste E, Lavonia, GA 30553

(e

PAINTING

' RED BROWN PAINTING

Commercial & Residential
Licensed and insured
706-371-3975
redbrown4077 @gmail.com

A\

PAVING

A&A Asphzdt Pa Vfﬂg', Ine.
770-427-4271 david@wepaveit.com

SEPTIC

GRAVEL - FILLDIRT
TOPISOILL: SEPTICISYSTEMS

Cantrell's Septic 706-295-1338

FLORAL AND GIFTS

... FLOWER . £ 5.
* DELIVERY é@ﬁm é;(s) oS s S
I CUSTOM FL UR;\E\ ANI) (uII'T'H . b
* TSHIRT DESIGNS ﬂ 285 HALE CROSSING ROAD .+ . ‘
ROVETON, GA 30652 I,P' [ - =
4. GIFTS FOR Q 706.498.2770 STl
" EVERYONE

e TAMMY HART-CR{NH




LAVONIA

Looking for something to do this fall in our area? Look no further than Lavonia! There is something new and
exciting in Franklin County and it is the Lavonia Corn Maze! This brand-new attraction is brought to you by the
husband-and-wife team, Brandon and Daley Porter. It opens on September 19, 2026, and is sure to be a hit for
the fall season. We sat down to speak with both of them about what they are going to have in store for visitors.

HTN MAGAZINE:
What made you decide to start
your new business?
Brandon grew up farming and
has been wanting to do a corn maze
for a few years now. We were able to find
a place to do it and decided to go for it this
year. Brandon has a passion for farming
and be able to do something that can also
involve the community is an added bonus!
HTN MAGAZINE: What sets
your business apart from other
businesses in the area?
We are the only corn
maze in the area that we know
of nearby. We hope that this will be
something that the community will enjoy
and also hope to continue to keep doing
this and to be able to add to it every year!
HTN MAGAZINE: What type
of services are you offering the
area?
Well, of course the main
attraction of the corn maze, but we

DAILY DRINK SPECIALS MONDAY
THROUGH THURSDAY

706-886-7276

will also have other fall activities ready
for families to enjoy including a hayride,
corn pit, playground, pumpkins, pumpkin
bowling, food trucks and more.
HTN MAGAZINE: How much
planning, renovation, work was
involved in opening?
This year, being our first
year, we basically started from scratch.
We had to clear some of the land, put in
a drainpipe, do some grading work, plow
the land a few times, plant the corn, had
a design made and then had to cut the
design and have to keep the design cut to
maintain it as the corn continues to grow.
We also have had to build all the other
activities... playground, corn pit, pumpkin
bowling, etc. However, we are excited to
bring something different to the area this
fall.

HTN MAGAZINE: Tell us about
your family, hobbies, and
interests outside of the business.

Mon - Fri 6 am to 2 pm | Sat 8 am to 2 pm

6 N MAIN STREET
MAYSVILLE, GA

NEW BUSINESS REVIEW

Brandon is a Firefighter/EMT,

farms and does grading work and he
loves saltwater fishing. I am a Real Estate
Agent at RE/MAX Classic and a mom. We
have two kids, Kinley and Kip. We also
have a beef cattle operation, Clarks Creek
Cattle Co. where we sell custom cuts of
beef.

HTN MAGAZINE: Is there

anything else you think would
be interesting to our readers about
your new venture?

Travel doesn’t have to

be stressful or cWe look forward to
meeting all the visitors from our area and
hopefully other towns. Our vision is to
see this attraction grow every year, and
become a popular fall destination. We
look forward to seeing your family and
friends this year. We open Saturday 19th
and will continue to be open Fridays from
4pm until 10pm, Saturdays 10am- 10pm
and through Sundays from 2pm-7pm until
Halloween on October 31st!

Corn maze,
corn pit,
hay ride,

pumpkins,

playground,

food trucks,
live music
and more!

Sept. 19 - Oct. 31, 2026

Fridays 4pm - 10pm
Saturdays 10am - 10pm
Sundays 2pm - 7pm
6165 Lavonia Hwy.
Lavonia, GA 30553

For more information please call
404-825-5852 or 706-491-0787

www.hometownneighbors.com | SEPTEMBER 2026 | HOMETOWN NEIGHBORS MAGAZINE 7
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PRISS ELLIES HAS
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR

Fall Day Entertaining!
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER I9TH 2026 AT 12 PM
SPENCER PARK, DOWNTOWN COMMERCE TRAIL 98 CHRIS CHAPMAN & TRAVIS VANDERHORST



What Happ

LEGALLY SPEAKING

ens If the Driver

Who Hit Me Doesn't Have Insurance?

By Attorney Derek Hays, Derek Hays Injury Law

One of the most common
questions we hear at Derek Hays
Injury Law is, "What happens

if the driver who hit me doesn't
have insurance?"

It's a fair question and a
common problem. The answer
may surprise you.

Although Georgia law requires driv-
ers to carry liability insurance, not ev-
eryone follows the law. Others carry
only the minimum coverage, which
may not be enough to pay for serious
injuries, medical bills, lost wages, and
other damages after a crash.

Fortunately, you may still have op-
tions.

Many drivers carry Uninsured Mo-
torist (UM) and Underinsured Motor-
ist (UIM) coverage as part of their own
auto insurance policy. This coverage
is designed to help protect you if the

at-fault driver has no insurance or not
enough insurance to fully compensate
you for your injuries.

Unfortunately, many people don’t
realize the benefit of having UM/UIM
coverage until they are involved in an
accident with someone uninsured. Oth-
ers mistakenly believe that using their
own insurance will automatically in-
crease their premiums or put them at
fault. Every situation is different, which
is why it’s important to speak with an
experienced personal injury attorney
before making assumptions about your
rights.

At Derek Hays Injury Law, we care-
fully review every available insurance
policy to identify all possible sources of
compensation. Our goal is to make sure
our clients receive every benefit they
are entitled to under Georgia law while
we fight the insurance companies on

their behalf.

If you've been
injured in a car ac-
cident, don’t assume
you have no case
simply because the
other driver was
uninsured. You may
have more options than you realize.

If you have questions about your
rights after an accident, Derek Hays In-
jury Law is here to help. We offer free
consultations, and you pay no attorney
fees unless we recover compensation
for you.

Attorney Derek Hays has represent-
ed injured Georgians since 1997 and
has recovered more than $175 million
for his clients. If you've been injured in
an accident, call Derek Hays Injury Law
at 404-777-HURT (4878) or visit www.
derekhayslaw.com to learn more.ff

The Injury Law Firm

Gwinnett turns to when it
matters most

With nearly

experience, Derek Hays sets

the standard for personal

Georgia. Voted Best of

Gwinnett, Best of Georgia, and

Small Business of the Year, Derek
s known for proven results,

commitment to clients.

GEORGIA'S INJURY INSIDER
DEREK HAYS

Car Wrecks Medical Malpractice
Motorcycle Wrecks Catastrophic Injuries
Trucking Wrecks Negligent Security
Wrongful Death Slip & Fall
Brain Injuries Workers Compensation
Spinal Injuries Drunk Driving Wrecks
Dog Attacks Landlord Liability

Make the right call to speak with Derek Hays today!

DEREK HAYS
INJURY LAW

404-777/-HURT www.derekhayslaw.com

www.hometownneighbors.com | SEPTEMBER 2026 | HOMETOWN NEIGHBORS MAGAZINE
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SEPTEMBER 12, 2026 - THE SPLITZ BAND IN
CONCERT,

Wellness Park, Royston, 6-8pm.

SEPTEMBER 16, 2026 - FC HOMECOMING
PARADE,

Royston

SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 - FRANKLIN COUNTY
AFTER HOURS,

Second Season Market & Consign

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 - TASTE OF FRANKLIN,
Downtown Lavonia, 2pm - 6pm

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 - CITY OF CANON 2ND
ANNUAL CAR SHOW,

4pm-7pm

SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 - CUTABLOCK WITH
WAYWARD SONS IN CONCERT,

Royston at the Royce

SEPTEMBER 26, 2026 - DOWNTOWN
LAVONIA FALL FESTIVAL,

9am - 4 pm, The Sweet Tea & Falling Leaves
Festival welcomes more than 200 vendors!

OCTOBER 3, 2026 - CANON FALL FESTIVAL,
9am-3pm

Children of Special Needs September Events:
SEPTEMBER 1 - LATER YEAR’S DAY TRIP TO
THE MOVIES,

11-4

SEPTEMBER 5 - CSP ANNUAL FAMILY FUN
DAY,

10:00 AM-1:00 PM, 613 Cook Street, Royston (free
community event with vendors, games, inflatables,

petting zoo, prizes, and community resources)

SEPTEMBER 9 - PARENT/CAREGIVER MEET-
UP BREAKFAST,

9 am Duncan Hartwell

SEPTEMBER 10 - LATER YEARS EVENING,
6pm CSP new home.

SEPTEMBER 18 - RECHARGE PARENT
MEETING,

At the new home of CSP, 660 College Street
Royston (formerly Royston Elementary)
SEPTEMBER 23 - PARENT/CAREGIVER
MEET-UP LUNCH,

12 Cracker Barrel Lavonia

SEPTEMBER 11, 2026 - CITY OF
CLARKESVILLE CRUISE IN WITH A
PURPOSE CAR SHOW

SEPTEMBER 11-19, 2026 - CHATTAHOOCHEE
MOUNTAIN FAIR,

Clarkesville Fairgrounds

September 5, 2026 - Tugaloo Bend Nature Walk,
10 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026 - TUGALOO BEND
JAMMIN’ AT THE BEND,

2:00 p.M. - 4:00 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 - TOCCOA WOMAN’S
CLUB FASHION SHOW,

10 am at Toccoa First Baptist Church, contact any
member for tickets or Shelby Hall at 706-491-3047
for more information.

SEPTEMBER 4, 2026 - IDA COX MUSIC

Labor Day

Skyscraper Day

SERIES: THE EMBERS, 7:00 PM,

Doyle Street, Downtown Toccoa. Enjoy live
Beach Music and R&B classics from North
Carolina’s Official Ambassadors of Music,
featuring Hall-of-Famer Craig Woolard.

SEPTEMBER 12-13, 2026 - TOCCOA FEST,

12:00 PM - 10:00 PM, Doyle Street, Downtown
Toccoa, A community Christian festival featuring
live music, activities, and local vendors along
Doyle Street.

OCTOBER 1-4, 2026 - CURRAHEE MILITARY
WEEKEND & OKTOBERFEST,

Downtown Toccoa, A four-day celebration
honoring Toccoa’s rich WWII military history
alongside Oktoberfest festivities, food, and
family entertainment.

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 - CRUISIN
COMMERCE,

Spencer Park, 12- 4pm, For more information and
to register your vehicle contact 706-3351899 or
visit www.commercega.gov.

SEPTEMBER 19, 2026 - BANDS, BREWS, &
BBQ,

Downtown Commerce, 12-4pm, BBQ competition,
live music, People’s choice, trophies, cash prizes,
food trucks, kid games, Craft Vendors.

SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 - MADISON CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE GOLF TOURNAMENT,
8 am - 2pm, Highland Walk Golf Course at

Victoria Bryant State Park presented by Jackson
EMC. Rain date Friday, October 2.

National Cheese

10

Star Trek Day

Pizza Day
11 12

17

15 ‘

. T National Guacamole
National Peanut Day ‘ a; Cheeseburger Day
20 21 22 "y |23 25 26 .
Ice Cream Cone Day World Gorilla Day Rabbit Day
27 28

29 - 30

National Coffee Day
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Art in the Park Returns

to Hurricane Shoals
Park September 19-20

Arts and crafts, live
music, living history,
family activities,

Civil War skirmishes,
Bluegrass Festival, Putt-
Putt, Kids Zone, great
food and the natural
beauty of Hurricane
Shoals come together
September 19th and
20th for the 36th Art

in the Park Festival at
Hurricane Shoals Park.

Presented by the Tumbling
Waters Society of Jackson
County, the annual festival has
become a favorite fall tradi-
tion, bringing visitors to one of
Jackson County’s most beauti-
ful and historic settings for a
weekend filled with something
for just about everyone. The
festival will be open Saturday,
September 19th, and Sunday,
September 2o0th, from 10 a.m.
until 6 p.m.

A wide variety of artists, craftsmen
and specialty vendors will fill the park,
offering handmade and one-of-a-kind
items. Visitors can spend the day brows-
ing the booths, enjoying live entertain-
ment, sampling festival food and taking
in the scenery along the shoals.

Families will find plenty to keep
younger festival-goers entertained, while
history comes alive across the river in

the Heritage Village. Historic buildings
preserved at Hurricane Shoals offer visi-
tors a glimpse into life in an earlier Jack-
son County, with demonstrations and
activities throughout the weekend.

One of the festival’s most popular tra-
ditions is the historic Grist Mill, where
corn is ground into cornmeal just as it
was generations ago. The working mill is
one of Hurricane Shoals Park’s signature
attractions and operates during Art in
the Park each year. #%

e Crowns & Bridges
TREASURE

YOUR
SMILE!

o Invisalign
e Teeth Whitening

edentalhomegeorgia
£ DentalHome Georgia

DentalHome

COMMERCE CROSSING

226 Steven B Tanger Blvd
Commerce, GA 30529

e Extractions & Implants

e General & Cosmetic Dentistry

[ commerceedentalhomega.com

Find out more cbout us!

& dentalhomego.com
B (T0s) 336 - 8518

FAIRS AND FESTIVAL

IN THE

£PARK

AND BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL

Sept. 19-20, 2026

Saturday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING
No alcohol

per Jackson Co. Parks & Recreation regulations

Heritage Village
Civil War Battles
Blue Grass Music
Grist Mill

Aris &Crafis
Kids Zone
Miniature Golf
Living History
Duck Dash §

Scan to go to the
@ | Artinthe Park app.

HURRICANE SHOALS PARK
416 Hurricane Shoals Rd.  Maysville, GA 30558

www.hurricaneshoalspark.org
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COOKING WITH YOUR NEIGHBOR
Same Care. Same Staff.

— SAME COMPASSION —

%ﬂe and %”

Funeral Direcrors

In-Person Arrangements, Transfer to
Funeral Home, Professional Service of
Licensed Director & Staff, Secure On-Site
Cremation, Obituary Preparation &
Online Memorial, Life Insurance Payment
Accepted, Local Death Notices Published

| | (Hartwell Sun, Franklin County Citizen,

‘ Radio) Viewing/Visitation & Memorial
Services, Pre-Planning Available

— —

( - |
‘ | LAKE HARTWELL \

TIOoX LEXTLE

\
FULL SERVICE FUNERAL CARE ’

ONLINE ARRANGEMENTS

.

A SIMPLE, AFFORDABLE CREMATION OPTION

Online Arrangements, Limited Services of
Funeral Director and Staff, Transfer to Our
Care, Secure On-Site Cremation, Family
Prepared Obituary on Our Website,

l Pre-Planning Available, No Facilities for k

§ Cinke el Pkl Farcrof D s '

Services or Visitations

DEBORAH J MAYER
Aug 10, 1955 — Jul 1, 2026
AMONI MARYONNA SCANDRETT
Jul 3, 2026 — Jul 3, 2026

DAVID WAYNE ALEXANDER
Mar 7, 1956 — Jul 19, 2026 =
TONY DALE RICHARDSON
Jun 15, 1975 — Jul 19, 2026

GEORGE MARK PAUL MICHELLE LEEANN (WATERS)

Mar 7, 1948 — Jul 8, 2026 MARCENGILL -

; ROBERT WARREN SHELTON Feb6,1976 —Jul 20,2026 =

Apr 26, 1943 — Jul 10, 2026 DOUGLAS WAYNE DIEGEL :
PATRICIA LEE MONTAGUE May 4, 1942 — Jul 22, 2026

f Sep 18,1948 — Jul 10, 2026
KELVIN THOMAS “TOM” GRENIER
Jan 11, 1956 — Jul 10, 2026
WILLIAM "WOLF" WARE
Oct 15, 1960 — Jul 13, 2026
ROBIN FRANCES MITCHELL

JANICE MARIE (BLACK)
ALEXANDER
Jul 6, 1958 — Jul 22, 2026
KAYONNA SHANTALL OGLESBY
May 25, 1985 — Jul 22, 2026
TRACY EUGENE WALDROP
Sep 22, 1961 — Jul 23, 2026
FRANCIS P. WOODWARD
Jan 14,1931 — Jul 23, 2026
JOEL BLACKWELL
Jun 28,1961 — Jul 26, 2026
DR.JOSEPH ROBBIN "JOE" CLARK,

£ F IS

Jan 2, 1953 — Jul 12, 2026
CRAIG ALLEN LEEPART
Jan 4, 1959 — Jul 15, 2026
ANNIE RUTH TEASLEY
Apr 27,1943 — Jul 15, 2026
MARTHA JEAN
MUNDY NOELL
Dec 26, 1948 — Jul 17, 2026
DR. MARTIN JOHN SIMMONS,

D.DS.
Jun 21,1956 — Jul 26, 2026
DONNA WHEELER
May 15, 1948 — Jul 26, 2026
D.S. DARRYL VINCENT WILLIAMS
Oct 28,1933 — Jul 17, 2026 Sep 23,1970 — Jul 26, 2026

DELORES DENNIS LUCILLE DOWELL
Jul 28,1929 — Jul 17, 2026 Sep 12, 1957 — Jul 31, 2026
WILLIAM STEVEN "STEVE" EVANS DWIGHT HOWARD SWETMON
May 4, 1970 — Jul 17, 2026 Aug 26,1959 — Jul 31, 2026

706-376-0050 706-376-1234

www.coileandhall.com | www.cremationctr.com
383 E. Johnson Street, Hartwell, GA 30643
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Feom Reader Debra

PoaAe% of Po%il‘om. GA

2 small boxes of
vanilla instant
pudding

3 cups of cold milk

8 oz. cool whip
Graham crackers

Mix vanilla pudding and milk. Add

8 0z. cool whip to mixture. Layer
graham crackers and pudding mixture
in the bottom of 9 x 13 casserole dish.
Put a layer of graham crackers on top.

Topping

1cup sugar

1/3rd cup cocoa

¥ cup of milk

1stick of butter
1teaspoon of vanilla

Mix topping ingredients. Boil for 1
minute, let cool, then pour mixture
over graham crackers. Let set
overnight in refrigerator.

FLAUNT

HAIR SALON

1226 E MAIN ST, LAVONIA, GA 30553
706-356-1241

From JSeddica Lewis

4 cups sliced yellow squash
2 cup chopped onion

Y4 cup water, or more as needed

35 buttery round crackers, crushed
1cup shredded Cheddar cheese

2 large eggs, beaten

% cup milk

Y cup butter, melted

1teaspoon salt

ground black pepper to taste

2 tablespoons butter

Preheat over to 400 degrees and set aside a lightly
greased 9 x 13 casserole dish. Cook squash and
onion in water in skillet until tender. Drain. Mix
cracker crumbs and cheese together in a separate
bowl. Stir half of the cracker mixture into cooked
squash mixture. Mix eggs and milk together in a
small bowl, then add to squash mixture; stir in

1/4 cup melted buttet, and season with salt and
pepper. Spread mixture into the prepared baking
dish. Sprinkle with remaining cracker mixture,
and dot with 2 tablespoons butter. Bake in the
preheated oven until golden brown on top and set,
about 25 minutes.

Toccoa Stephens Humane Shelter

Monika Woods
“Monika Woods brings you QuantaPet tags”
monikawoods.quantumlifestyle.com/

otShots

nceCompany.com

Hot Shots Dance & Cheer

Registration is open for all Dance & Cheer Classes

Cheer, Ballet,
Tap, Jazz, Hip Hop
Pointe, Baton, Lyrical
Competition Dance & Cheer

382 N. Forest Ave., Hartwell, GA
hotshotsdance@gmail.com

706-376-2549
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The Food Takes the Cakel

Food is emotional. When it’s present-
ed beautifully and generously, it does
more than feed guests, it sets the tone
for connection, comfort, and celebra-
tion. Food has become a central design
element, with sculptural displays, layered
textures, and abundant presentations
that double as décor.

Thoughtfully styled stations encour-
age movement, conversation, and discov-
ery, transforming dining into an experi-
ence rather than a seated moment. The
return of the buffet isn’t casual, it’s cu-

rated.
The emphasis is putting the food..
front and center.

This creates interest,

FABULOUS

.

¥ b -
186D CANNON BRIDGE RD | CORNELIA, GA 3053

106-778-0223

SUOPSPOILEDROTTENBOUTIQUE.COM

HO

r "

i©

' 4

Jewelry Expressions

706-894-1288
269 Habersham Village Circle, Cornelia, GA
In the TJ Maxx Shopping Center

and helps take something necessary to
becoming the highlight of the wedding.

The wedding cake is also now becom-
ing center stage again! Remember, in the
80’s when the main 4 to 5 tower wedding
cake would have mini cakes with bridges
and floral arrangements around it? Well,
what goes around, comes around! Wed-
ding cakes are now being centered in the
room of the reception with spotlights and
its own table setting as the main décor
piece for the event. &

Hart
EMC

“owned by those we serve”

Hart Electric Membership Corporation
PO. Box 250
Hartwell, Georgia 30643
1-800-241-4109

FALL & WINTER BRIDAL

980 Church Street
Royston, GA 30662

Tue-Thurs 7-5 pm | Fri 7-8 pm
Sat 7-3 pm | Closed Sun and Mon

Wedding consullations by appt. 706-498-1070

DESERVES A CAKE AS

BEAUTIFUL

AS THE DAY

LOOKING
FOR AN

APARTMENT?

QUIET COUNTRY LIVING
RENT BASED ON INCOME

Dount sef;% e on the riug/

Now Accepting Applications
One & Two Bedroom Apartments

(Call for eligibility requirements)

Lavonia 706-356-1573
Royston 706-245-5008
Hartwell 706-376-4862

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer

=
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Plum's the Word!

Plum is everywhere right
now, and not burgundy,
nor dark wine color, nor
the dusty rose color seen
a few years ago. It's
something darker and
harder to name: like
crushed velvet or light
mulberry.

Color is consistently the
first decision couples make
when researching fall 2026
wedding trends, and the
oranges, pumpkins, and black
chalkboards have gone with the
past.

Natural is the beauty! An
ivory gown with a mulberry
bouquet. A wedding party in
four different shades of plum,
not coordinated, but chosen intentionally.
Deep berry linens against terracotta
ceramics. A mix of boho, but not
overstated!

Here’s how the color will show up at a
fall 2026 wedding:

skelton|morris

I N 8§ U R A NCE

HOME - AUTO
BUSINESS - HEALTH

anm;uok H/(M,/
g __'-' :
Z s

(706) 376-8035
Hartwell

Florals: dahlias, dried pampas grass
dyed deep plum, dark anemones, and
black scabiosa

Bridesmaid dresses: varying shades
of plum and will not be identical

Table linens: mulberry velvet run-

Trust the
Professionals!

We are excited to
introduce Dr. Sabina Banit
in our Lavonia office!

Dr. Banit is now accepting new and current
patients on Mondays & Thursdays!

ATHENS

EYE DOCTORS
& SURGEONS

Previously Franklin County Eye Care
MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

We accept Medicare

13375 Jones St Suite B-2, Lavonia
Mon-Thurs 8-12,1-5 | Fri 8-12

706.356.0206

| SEPTEMBER 2026

ners on raw linen or
aged white tablecloths

Stationery:  dark
wax seals and hand-
lettered menus in near-
black ink on cream pa-
per

Bridal accessories:
deep amethyst earrings
and mulberry ribbon
tied around bouquet
stems.

Natural is key! Not
overstatements  with
tons of decor, but in-
tentional  statements.
Think moss, wheat, and
wildflowers that looked
like they were grabbed
from a ditch on the way
to the venue. 2026 fall wedding trends
have done something nobody quite
planned for: made imperfection the most
expensive-looking choice on the table.

So, enjoy the new trend, where plum
is the word, and less is more! #

¥

 BRIGHT
SUNNY DAY
FLOWERS & GIFTS
9489 LAVONIA, RD | CARNESVILLE, GA
678-614-0135 K

Your wedding
is stressful hmf
enough

Your travel
doesn’t have to be

From unforgettable Caribbean
honeymoons to cruise weddings,
GG Mack Luxe Travel takes care
of the travel details so you can
focus on saying “I do.”

i GG MACK, N

8 CONCIERGE TRAVEL AGENT




Your Day, Your Way:

The Rise of the Right-Sized Wedding

Submitted by Aerial Mountain Springs Venue

There’s a quiet revolution
happening in the wedding
world, and it looks a lot like a
couple standing under a string
of lights with their favorite
people, laughing so hard they
forget to cut the cake on time.
The big, do-everything-by-
the-book wedding isn’t the
only dream anymore. More
and more, couples are asking a
better question than “How do
we pull off the perfect wedding?”
They're asking, “What would
actually feel like us?”

For generations, weddings came with
a script. The guest list swells to include
second cousins you've met exactly once,
and somewhere along the way the day
starts belonging to everyone but the two
people getting married. Today’s couples
are gently setting that script down.
They’re writing their own vows, keeping

the traditions they love, and skipping
the ones that never quite fit. Nothing is
required anymore, and that turns out to
be wonderfully freeing,

Part of what’s driving the shift is
simple math. The average American
wedding now runs north of $30,000, and
much of that is tied directly to the guest
count. Every extra person means another
plate, another chair, a bigger venue, and
a longer bar tab. Plenty of couples are
looking at that number and deciding
they’d rather spend it on a down payment
or a dream honeymoon.

Here’s the good news: cutting the cost
doesn’t mean cutting the magic. When
you trim the guest list to your nearest and
dearest, your budget suddenly stretches
in all the directions that actually show
up in photographs — the gorgeous
florist, the incredible photographer, the
good champagne, the view that makes
everyone gasp.

A great place to start is to look for
venues offering small elopement and
micro wedding packages. Aerial Mountain
Springs is one of them — and while we
can seat up to 150 guests, we've designed
our space so that a party of 25 still feels
full and intimate, never swallowed by the
room.

There’s a smart move on timing, too. If
you don’t want to spend a year or more
planning, check with venues about dates
three to six months out. Sometimes you’ll
find a really great date at a lesser rate —
an opening someone else’s long timeline
left on the table.

And the Pinterest-worthy part? It’s
still absolutely yours — the soft light,
the meaningful details, the mountain
backdrop, the toast everyone actually
gets to hear. A smaller wedding isn’t a
lesser wedding. Your day should fit you
like your favorite pair of shoes, and these
days, it finally can. #f

ol ear | J i it il o
(i

h)

2023

Aerial Mounlain Springs

762-239-8

106 BEN T HUIET HWY -

WEDDING VENUE. EVENTS. LODGING

CLARKESVILLE, GA 30523
733 AERIALMOUNTAINSPRINGS.COM

Photos: JCRosewood

www.hometownneighbors.com | SEPTEMBER 2026 | HOMETOWN NEIGHBORS MAGAZINE

FALL & WINTER BRIDAL

15



FALL & WINTER BRIDAL

The Wedding Planning Checklist

RIGHT AFTER ENGAGEMENT

Set the wedding date

Make the Guest List

Set the Wedding Budget

Start getting wedding Vendor Quotes
Find an Officiate

Select your wedding party

Start shopping for the wedding dress and
bridal parties dresses

9-11 MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING
[0 Send “Save the Dates” reminders
[ Find and book a caterer
[ Book entertainment
[ Find and book a florist
[ Book the photographer and/or
videographer

6-8 MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING
Buy the wedding gown

Find and book a cake baker

Find and book transportation

Find and confirm ceremony music

Order the bridesmaid dresses

Start the wedding registry if you haven't
already

Confirm the rehearsal dinner

OO0oooooao

Ooo0ooooao

O

4-5 MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING

[] If you're taking a honeymoon, start
planning

[] Investigate formal wear, get details, book
it

[] Figure out if you're doing a post-wedding
brunch, start getting those details

[] Order wedding favors

[ Order wedding invitations

[J Find and buy wedding bands

[J Find any rental equipment you'll need

3 MONTHS BEFORE THE WEDDING

[] Finalize Guest List

[1 Get updated addresses, confirm spellings

[ You may want to create a spreadsheet to
track wedding gifts

[J Find all the other wedding helpers
you may need such as Ushers/ Host or
Hostess, and Ceremony helpers

[] Perhaps a day-of wedding coordinator is
a nice splurge at this point

[0 Mail invitations

[ Find and book your hair and make-up

[1 Work with the host of the rehearsal
dinner to coordinate

. i R

oy

PLEASE CONTACT CITY HALL AT 706-778-8585
OR GO TO WWW.CORNELIA.CITY TO BOOK FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT

e Cammun@ House —
Cornelia, GA

Perfect for your indoor or outdoor wedding!

ELEGANCE AND CHARM AWAITS IN THIS 1936 CLASSIC BEAUTY!

Handsome stone & log structure built by the CCC in 1936
Listed on the National Register + Reasonably Priced
Stone Stacked Fireplace
Beautifully Landscaped with Rock Fountain
Commercial Kitchen and Elevator

1-2 MONTHS AHEAD

1 Work on your wedding vows (if not
using traditional ones)

[J Figure out any gifts you're giving to
bridal party, parents, attendants, others

[l Enjoy any bridal showers; get thank you
notes done quickly!

[J Confirm marriage license details

1-2 WEEKS BEFORE WEDDING
[ Walk through the flow of the entire event
[l Confirm seating chart if applicable
[l Confirm all vendors

3-7 DAYS BEFORE THE WEDDING

[ Make sure the men all have their formal
wear (or details on when/where/how to
pick it up)

[1 Confirm the rehearsal dinner details

[ Pack for honeymoon and your day-of
gear for the wedding

[ Have all tips/payments in special
envelopes for a trusted friend (often the
best man) to deliver to the vendors on
the wedding day

GET MARRIED! MANY BLESSINGS TO
YOU AND YOUR NEW SPOUSE! #

%ﬂdﬂm

Accessories, Antiques,
Décor & Painted Furniture

0
1S Here
o
Summer hours: Wed and Thursday 12-6

Friday 10-6 and Sat 104

16 South Main Street e Ila, Georgia 30647
706-789-3696
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Aerial Mountain Springs 15
Art in the Park Hurricane Shoals il
Athens Eye Doctors 14
Bebop’s 13
Beretta Equine Veterinary Services 2
Bright Sunny Days 14
Car Point Automotive 2

Chocolate Dog @ Maysville Mercantile 5
Coile and Hall Funeral Directors 12
Commerce DDA

Cure Podiatry 3
Dental Home il

Derek Hays Law

Doc’s Coffee House 7
Flaunt 12
GG Mack Luxe Travel 14
H & H Homestead 4
Hart EMC 13
Hometown Interiors 16
Hot Shot Dance & Cheer 12
Jefferson Civic Center Back
Cover
Jewelry Expressions 13
Lavonia Corn Maze 7
Luma Pain Relief Laser Center 3

Maysville Autumn Leaf Festival

Monika Woods Travel Advisor 12
North Georgia Credit Union Inside
Back
PrissEllies 8
Puerto Nuevo 7
Sanders Furniture 8
Skelton Morris Insurance 14
Spoiled Rotten Boutique 13
The Artfull Barn 5
The Community House 16
The Haven Zoo 5
TruVista Inside
Back
Village Apartments 13
Vintage Owl Inside
Front
Service Directory 6
A & A Asphalt

A & H Tree Service

All En’s Snipped

B & C Mechanical
Cantrell’s Septic

Car Point Automotive
EES Inc,

Johnson Heating and Air
Kim’s Dust Busters

Lillies & Sparrows Floral & Gifts
PGC General Contractor
Red Brown Painting

The Graham Law Firm

Thank You!

We would like to thank each of our advertisers for
using HomeTown Neighbors Magazine as their
marketing choice. Please support our advertisers
and mention that you saw their ad in HomeTown
Neighbors Magazine, so we can continue to bring
this quality publication to Franklin, Hart, Stephens,
Madison, Elbert, Banks, Jackson, Habersham and
Clarke Counties

No or low-cost fees, better ;
rates, and community
support you can count on.

0 Big A Road Mize Road Lavonia Hartwell Clayton
(

706) 886-1441 (706) 886-1248 (706) 356-7001 (706) 376-6961 (706) 212-0336

= Federally Insured by The National Credit Union Administration o

VISIT OUR NEW
- RETAIL LOCATION =

COW@

15 Bolton Dr
Commerce, GA
30529

Follow TruVista on Facebook for details. We can’t wait to meet you: neighbor.

TruVista has come to town with fiber-optic broadband internet
and so much more! Come meet your new neighbors at
15 Bolton Dr in Commerce!

INTERNET - VIDEO - VOICE - SECURITY
762.778.4000 * TruVista.net
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EXCLUSIVE WEDDING PACKAGES N OW AVAILABLE

p
=
= =
= -
=
x
o u
Xz
=X
-
=
-
X
=X
X

ENTERTAIN | MEET | CELEBRATE
65 KISSAM STREET - JEFFERSON, GA, 30549



